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» Once upon a time there was a land that was colonised for 200 years by the most

| powerful nation of the world but the era of enslavement and un-freedom came to an

l end when people of the the land in fetters came together overcoming the barriers of
" caste, class, religion and gender to fight for their right and broke the chains of

I servitude to fly high and free. We salute to all the heroes and heroines, both

- - remembered and forgotten for the priceless gift of independence they bestowed on
us.

» This magazine is a humble attempt to remember their sacrifice and a proof our

" promise that we all will strive together to make this country the land of their dreams

by embracing the principles on the path of love, truth, duty, compassion and

" forgiveness.

-Jai Hind
Department of English
Chandrakona Vidyasagar
Mahavidyalaya
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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE

Varied are tongues, and
Varies each dress
Amid it a unity—
What great grace!
India risen a noble nation
World will wonder with wide eye!
World will wonder with wide eye!
— Atul Prasad Sen

It is indeed the best of times and also the worst of times. Amidst this, it is really a pleasure for
me to present before you the digital magazine of English Department titled ‘Medley’ as a part
of our ‘Azadi Ki Amrit Mahotsav’ celebrations by showcasing our reverence for the brave souls
who have selflessly sacrificed their own lives for a single dream—to free India from British rule
and transform it into a ‘Heaven of freedom’.

Covid-19 pandemic in the last two years has immensely impacted the sphere of education
and all its stakeholders both direct and indirect. Owing to closures of educational institutions,
students in particular have not been able to come together in physical spaces, thereby
immensely affecting their interactions and intercourses between themselves as well as with
teachers and the non-teaching community. But, as George Gordon Byron brilliantly puts i,
‘Eternal Spirit of the chainless Mind! / Brightest in dungeons...’, the all-powerful Corona virus
may have the ability to imprison the body of a human and can even compel one to remain
inside one’s home, but the mind can never be incarcerated. The present volume is a product
of the ‘chainless’ minds of our dear students who despite being ‘imprisoned’ in their homes
have felt the urge to eulogise and thereby pay their homage to our history and fearless beings,
who strived tirelessly for our independence.

While celebrating this 75" year of our long coveted independence, we must, however, pledge
to retain our motherland as an abode of unity amidst diversity and pluralism. Let’'s ‘Chant,
chant, chant all,/ With a clarion call—/India ... (retains)... | Best place among all’

Let me at this juncture thank the teachers and the students of the Department of English for
this innovative and noble venture. | look forward to more such endeavours from other
departments as well.

Have a joyous reading!

Best Wishes

Dr. Manoranjan Goswami

Principal

Chandrakona Vidyasagar Mahavidyalaya

HEAD OF THE DEPARTMENT’S MESSAGE



It gives me inexplicable joy that our department is publishing its first digital students’
magazine during this trying time to ensure that our beloved students’ budding talents have a
new platform and yet another novel opportunity to sharpen their creative expression. The first
edition of Medley will serve as a platter to offer a creative tribute to the national heroes and
heroines, both remembered and forgotten, who have transformed our country to a heaven
of freedom with their invaluable contributions. This magazine is a melting pot of different
types of contributions concerning the theme i.e., Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav celebrations. |
would like to express my sincere gratitude to our respected principal, Dr. Manoranjan
Goswami for his patronization in this regard. My heartfelt thanks to Dr. Samana Madhuri &
Dr. Debaditya Chakroborty, my colleagues and the editors of the magazine, for their
initiatives as well as untiring efforts to ensure its execution. | would also like to express my
sincere gratitude to other faculty members for their wholehearted cooperation. Finally, |
would like to acknowledge the interest, involvement and contribution of our students by
quoting Shakespeare: More is thy due than more than all can pay. Our utmost endeavour
would be to ensure the regularity and continuity of the digital magazine along with the offline
departmental wall magazine, Beulah.

Sudarshan Chakraborty
HoD, English
Chandrakona Vidyasagar Mahavidyalaya
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“Long years ago we made a tryst with destiny, and now the time comes
when we shall redeem our pledge, not wholly or in full measure, but very
substantially. At the stroke of the midnight hour, when the world sleeps,
India will awake to life and freedom. A moment comes, which comes but
rarely in history, when we step out from the old to new, when an age
ends, and when the soul of a nation, long suppressed, finds utterance...
...The ambition of the greatest man of our generation has been to wipe
every tear from every eye. That may be beyond us, but so long as there
are tears and suffering, so long our work will not be over. And so we
have to labour and to work, and work hard, to give reality to our dreams.

Those dreams are for India, but they are also for the world. .

=An excerpt from Jawaharlal Nehru's Tryst of Destiny speech August 15, 1947
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"We but mirror the world. All the tendencies present in the outer world
are to be found in the world of our body. If we could change ourselves,
the tendencies in the world would also change. As a man changes his own
nature, so does the attitude of the world change towards him. This is the
divine mystery supreme. A wonderful thing it is and the source of our

happiness. We need not wait to see what others do.”
-Mahatma
Gandhi
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“Freedom of mind is the real freedom.

A person whose mind is not free though he may not be in
chains, is a slave, not a free man.

One whose mind is not free, though he may not be in prison, is
a prisoner and not a free man.

One whose mind is not free though alive, is no better than
dead.

Freedom of mind is the proof of one's existence.”

— Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar
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“Let me remind you that you have a two-fold task to perform.
With the force of arms and at the cost of your blood you will
have to win liberty. Then, when India is free, you will have to
organize the permanent army of Free India, whose task it will
be to preserve our liberty for all time. We must build up our
national defense on such an unshakable foundation that never
again in our history shall we lose our freedom.”

-Netaji Subhash Chandra
Bose
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"We must not for a moment forget, it is a birthright of every individual |
to receive at least the basic education without which he cannot fully

discharge his duties as a citizen.”
-Maulana Abul Kalam Azad
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“"Where the mind is without fear
and the head is held high
Where knowledge is free

Where the world has not been broken

up into fragments by narrow domestic walls:

Where words come out from the
depths of truth.

Where tireless striving
stretches its arms towards perfection;
Where the clear stream of reason
has not lost its way into the
dreary desert sand of dead habit:
Where the mind is led forward
by thee into ever widening
thought and action
into that heaven of freedom,
my father,

let my country awake.”

- Rabindranath Tagore
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CRATIC REPUBLIC el o secure bo all ifs citizens:
JUSTICE, sociad, economc and political;

LIBERTY of though, expressin, beliet, futh and
worship ;

EQUALIT'Y of sistus and of opporundy:
el b0 promote among them ol

FRATERNITY mssurng the dgny of the indroduel
nndd the ity of the Notion

IN OUR CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY s ety

il sivih dy of Novenber, 1949.do HEREBY ADOPT,
ENACT AND GIVE TO OURSELVES THS |

Sourced from: https://www.wdl.org/en/item/2672/view/1/7/
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Some Fascinating Details about Our Constitution
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REMEMBERING SOME WOMEN FREEDOM FIGHTERS FROM
BENGAL

Matangini Hazra popularly known as Gandhi Buri whose bravery and
perseverance inspired us all

20



[ e e

Pritilata Waddedar & Kalpana Dutta: The Forgotten Bravehearts of

Indian Freedom Struggle
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"Study so that you are able to meet arguments of your opponents. Equip your
ideology with supporting arguments. If you oppose a prevailing belief, if you
criticize a great person who is considered to be an incarnation, you will find
that your criticism will be answered by calling you vain and egoist. The reason
for this is mental ignorance. Logic and free thinking are the twin qualities that
a revolutionary must inevitably possess. To say that Mahatmas, who are great,
should not be criticized because they are above criticism and for this reason,
whatever they say about politics, religion, economics and ethics is correct and
that whatever they say will have to be accepted, whether you believe it or not,
reveals a mentality which cannot lead us to progress and is clearly regressive."”

— Bhagat Singh
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